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Proclamations Proc. 8987 

Proclamation 8987 of May 24, 2013 

Prayer for Peace, Memorial Day, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Since our Nation’s earliest days, America has been blessed with an unbro-
ken chain of patriots who have served our country with honor and distinc-
tion. From Concord to the Korengal, generations of brave warriors have 
fought for freedom across sand and snow, over mud and mountains, into 
lonely deserts and through crowded streets. Today, we pay tribute to those 
patriots who never came back—who fought for a home to which they never 
returned, and died for a country whose gratitude they will always have. 

Scripture teaches us that ‘‘greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
lay down his life for his friends.’’ On Memorial Day, we remember those 
we have lost not only for what they fought for, but who they were: proud 
Americans, often far too young, guided by deep and abiding love for their 
families, for each other, and for this country. Our debt to them is one we 
can never fully repay. But we can honor their sacrifice and strive to be a 
Nation equal to their example. On this and every day, we must meet our 
obligations to families of the fallen; we must uphold our sacred trust with 
our veterans, our service members, and their loved ones. 

Above all, we can honor those we have lost by living up to the ideals they 
died defending. It is our charge to preserve liberty, to advance justice, and 
to sow the seeds of peace. With courage and devotion worthy of the heroes 
we remember today, let us rededicate ourselves to those unending tasks, 
and prove once more that America’s best days are still ahead. Let us pray 
the souls of those who died in war rest in eternal peace, and let us keep 
them and their families close in our hearts, now and forever. 

In honor of all of our fallen service members, the Congress, by a joint reso-
lution approved May 11, 1950, as amended (36 U.S.C. 116), has requested 
the President issue a proclamation calling on the people of the United 
States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent 
peace and designating a period on that day when the people of the United 
States might unite in prayer. The Congress, by Public Law 106–579, has 
also designated 3:00 p.m. local time on that day as a time for all Americans 
to observe, in their own way, the National Moment of Remembrance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 27, 2013, as a day of 
prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each lo-
cality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time to unite in prayer. I also ask all 
Americans to observe the National Moment of Remembrance beginning at 
3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day. 

I request the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units of government, to di-
rect that the flag be flown at half-staff until noon on this Memorial Day on 
all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States and 
in all areas under its jurisdiction and control. I also request the people of 
the United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes for the 
customary forenoon period. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8988 of May 31, 2013 

Great Outdoors Month, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The United States is blessed with a wealth of natural diversity that remains 
at the heart of who we are as a people. From breathtaking seascapes to the 
limitless stretch of the Great Plains, our natural surroundings animate the 
American spirit, fuel discovery and innovation, and offer unparalleled op-
portunities for recreation and learning. During Great Outdoors Month, we 
celebrate the land entrusted to us by our forebears and resolve to pass it 
on safely to future generations. 

We owe our heritage to the work of visionary citizens who believed that 
our obligations as Americans are not just to ourselves, but to all posterity. 
It is up to all of us to carry that legacy forward in the 21st century—which 
is why I was proud to launch the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative to 
bring innovative strategies to today’s conservation challenges. Alongside 
leaders in government and the private sector, we are taking action to ex-
pand outdoor opportunities in urban areas, promote outdoor recreation, 
protect our landscapes, and connect the next generation to our natural 
treasures. And by tapping into the wisdom of concerned citizens from 
every corner of our country, we are finding new solutions that respond to 
the priorities of the American people. 

At a time when too many of our young people find themselves in sedentary 
routines, we need to do more to help all Americans reconnect with the out-
doors. To lead the way, First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s Move Outside! 
initiative encourages families to get out and enjoy our beautiful country, 
whether at a National Park or just outside their doorstep. And through the 
21st Century Conservation Service Corps, young men and women will get 
hands-on experience restoring our public lands and protecting our cultural 
heritage. 

Fortunately, we do not have to choose between good environmental stew-
ardship and economic progress because they go hand-in-hand. Smart, sus-
tainable policies can create jobs, increase tourism, and lay the groundwork 
for long-term economic growth. For example, our National Travel and 
Tourism Strategy aims to bring more people to all of our national attrac-
tions, including our public lands and waters, and the five new National 
Monuments I was proud to designate earlier this year. Our natural spaces 
are also laboratories for scientists, inventors, and creators—Americans who 
sustain a tradition of innovation that makes our country the most dynamic 
economy on earth. 
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